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The key item on the agenda of the Development Committee today is the vision put forward by the World 
Bank Group President to end extreme poverty by 2030, and to boost shared prosperity through a greater 
focus on the world’s poorest and most vulnerable. UNICEF welcomes the equity focus of these goals, 
including the recognition that equity must be fostered not only among individuals, communities and 
nations, but across generations. 
 
The state of child well-being is both a marker and a maker of the progress of nations. It shows not only 
how far we have come, but how far we can go. Millions of children still live in extreme poverty and die 
before reaching their fifth birthday, mostly from preventable causes. Millions more suffer from illnesses 
caused by lack of clean water, poor nutrition, and inadequate health services and care – illnesses that 
often have a long-lasting effect on their ability to thrive, grow, learn in school and become productive 
members of society. Failing to tackle these issues limits societies’ potential for sustained, long-term 
growth, political and social stability, and resilience. It perpetuates the inter-generational cycle of poverty.  
 
To end poverty within a generation, and make this achievement lasting for the generations to come, we 
must start by addressing the multiple deprivations that affect children now so they can enter the next 
stages of life with a healthy start, and so societies can benefit fully from their contributions. How we 
invest in children today – particularly the poorest, youngest and most vulnerable – determines not only 
each child’s future, but our common global future.  
 
Investing in Equity to Keep the Millennium Promise 
 
The international community has already committed to many important goals that are critical for 
children’s well-being. April 5 marked 1,000 days until the end of 2015, the deadline for achieving the 
targets of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We must show that we can deliver on our earlier 
promises, even as we look ahead and make ambitious new ones. 
 
Much has been achieved since the MDGs were adopted: extreme poverty has been reduced by half, 
although very unevenly in geographic terms, as has the proportion of people without dependable access to 
improved sources of drinking water. Primary school enrolment of girls has almost equalled that of boys, 
and there is accelerating progress compared to previous decades in reducing child and maternal mortality, 
which means that more children are surviving and thriving. Progress, however, has been uneven – 
daunting disparities still exist and millions of children are being left behind. 
 
Equity is key to our collective efforts to help deliver on our Millennium Promise, and to secure a 
better world for all people going forward. It is not only right in principle - a moral imperative that 
speaks to our sense of fairness and justice - but also right in practice. There is mounting evidence – 
certainly in UNICEF’s experience - that pursuing equitable outcomes saves more lives and is a more cost-
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effective approach to development efforts than simply targeting the easiest to reach. Addressing 
inequalities, and their underlying causes, is also an essential means of preventing child and maternal 
deaths, providing access to basic services, stopping violence against children, and ending extreme 
poverty. More broadly, it underpins a path to more sustained growth and greater economic stability, 
underpinned by stronger bonds of social trust – as the Managing Director of the IMF noted last week, and 
as recent studies by the IMF and others have concluded.  
 
The theme of this year’s Global Monitoring Report illustrates the importance of equity. While, on 
average, people in urban areas are better off than those in rural areas, children living in slums are among 
the least likely to attend school, and disparities in nutrition separating rich and poor children within Sub-
Saharan Africa cities are often greater than those between urban and rural children.1 The solution is not 
just to provide more basic services for children, but to tackle inequalities and discrimination in access to 
these services, in both urban and rural settings. 
 
Catalysing global movements for accelerated progress 
 
Accelerating progress towards the 2015 deadline and beyond, with a greater focus on equity, will 
require a concerted effort by broad coalitions and partnerships to design and deliver lasting 
solutions to common challenges such as child mortality, stunting, lack of safe drinking water, sanitation 
or quality learning. Tackling the immediate societal and structural causes of inequities requires greater 
involvement of and consultation with the poor and marginalized to identify barriers, develop innovations 
that can overcome these obstacles, and strengthen accountability. It also often requires more sophisticated 
programming, involving the expertise of diverse policy experts, economists, anthropologists and 
innovators – a world of networks which development agencies can help to catalyse.  
 
In today’s changing world, leadership, governance, and knowledge-based resources are no longer 
concentrated in the hands of the few – but shared among the hands of the many. Governments, 
individuals, businesses, academics, civil society groups, international organizations and communities 
must join forces and build on each other’s comparative advantages. They are doing precisely this in a 
number of global movements dedicated to accelerating progress in discrete areas.  
 
Every year 6.9 million children die before their fifth birthday. Reducing the rate of under-five deaths by 
two-thirds will constitute the completion of MDG 4 on child survival. Committing to Child Survival: A 
Promise Renewed is a global movement to accelerate action and results in reducing child mortality in 
support of national priorities. Under its banner, 172 governments and hundreds of civil society and 
religious leaders have pledged to redouble efforts to save every child and every mother from preventable 
deaths. Participating governments are taking the lead in sharpening national health plans and setting 
national, measurable milestones, with support from UNICEF and other partners.  
 
While the global prevalence of stunting is in decline, more than a quarter of the world’s children under 
age 5 are stunted and, hence, are constrained in developing physically and mentally to their full potential.2 
Scaling Up Nutrition (or SUN) is a movement founded to accelerate global efforts to combat 
undernutrition, including stunting. Within this movement, more than 30 countries are shaping policies to 
alleviate hunger and malnourishment, collaborating with partners – including civil society, the private 
sector, and the United Nations – to implement programmes with shared nutrition goals, and mobilizing 
resources to scale up nutrition. UNICEF works to do its part, by helping countries to design and 

                                                 
1 State of the World Children: Children in an Urban World. UNICEF, February 2012. 
2 Improving Child Nutrition: The Achievable Imperative for Global Progress. UNICEF, March 2013  
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implement comprehensive and effective national policies and programmes and to identify and overcome 
roadblocks, as well as through providing multisectoral delivery of services and supplies. 
 
Open defecation is both a cause and a consequence of poverty and inequalities. Investment in sanitation is 
an investment in future generations as poor sanitation, and especially open defecation, is a leading cause 
of diarrhea, stunting, and deaths among children. The United Nations is leading the sanitation drive, 
including an unprecedented call to end open defecation by 2025. UNICEF, like other partners of the 
Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) – an alliance which brings together governments, development 
partners, and civil society to achieve universal access to water and sanitation – is intensifying efforts to 
meet this bold challenge.  
 
Currently, an estimated 61 million children of primary school age and 73 million children of lower 
secondary school age are out of school. Many of these are children with disabilities. Almost half of out-
of-school children live in conflict-affected countries. And estimates show that at least 250 million 
children cannot read or write a simple sentence by grade 4.3 On April 18, in support of the UN Secretary 
General’s Global Education First Initiative, the United Nations and the World Bank convened the 
Learning for All Ministerial. This brought together global development leaders and ministers from eight 
countries that are home to about one half of the world’s out of school children, in order to identify and 
agree on priority actions with the potential to deliver rapid education results for children. One example is 
South Sudan, where the challenges are complicated by a post-conflict setting, large rural-to-urban 
displacement, and a severe shortage of schools and teachers. Yet, even in this difficult setting, innovations 
like Interactive Radio Instruction are delivering results. Support for such initiatives is essential to open 
opportunities for all children to go to school and learn, so that they too can play a part in shaping their 
communities and their nations.  
 
Partnering for results 
 
With a common drive to accelerate progress towards the 2015 deadline and beyond, the World Bank 
and UNICEF have agreed to strengthen their collaboration, by scaling up approaches which have 
already demonstrated results on the ground. This includes emphasizing innovation; providing practical 
support to societies on their preferred development path; engaging and enabling communities in 
identifying and addressing local priorities; and committing to results-based programming, monitoring and 
reporting.  
 
An example of our intensifying collaboration is our shared commitment to supporting countries in 
building social protection systems.4 Developing and strengthening social protection systems is at the core 
of the World Bank Social Protection and Labor Strategy, and the UNICEF Social Protection Strategic 
Framework. Identifying common ground in our approaches helps us provide coherent support to 
governments. One of the ways in which we do this is by jointly facilitating a Community of Practice that 
seeks to strengthen the capacity of 17 African countries in designing and implementing cash transfers for 
poor and vulnerable children and families.  
 
We partner in many other areas, but one of the biggest opportunities to further strengthen our 
collaboration is in fragile and conflict-affected contexts which comprise 8 of the 10 countries with the 
highest under-five child mortality. Children in these countries are more than three times as likely to be 

                                                 
3 EFA Global Monitoring Report 2011: the hidden crisis: Armed conflict and education. UNESCO, Paris, 2011. 
4 Common Ground: UNICEF and World Bank Approaches to Building Social Protection Systems. The World Bank 
and UNICEF, January 2013.  
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unable to go to school, and more than twice as likely to lack clean water than children in other countries.5 
We have a common responsibility to these children and communities. UNICEF works with partners in all 
these contexts around the world, providing life-saving assistance where required, and strengthening 
national capacity to address the root causes of fragility and to build resilience, through humanitarian 
action and development. 
  
Looking forward 
 
We are entering a decisive phase to accelerate efforts and honor the Millennium Promise embedded in the 
MDGs. But while this promise is time bound, our collective responsibility does not expire. After 2015, 
newborns and growing children will have at least the same needs in terms of health, learning, good 
nutrition, and protection as the “MDG generation” – and much will remain to be done to meet our 
responsibilities to give them all a fair opportunity to live full, healthy lives, no matter where they live or 
what barriers they face. 
 
Children’s rights and well-being should remain at the center of the post-2015 agenda. Investment in 
children is a fundamental means to eradicate poverty, boost shared prosperity, and enhance inter-
generational equity. It is also essential for strengthening their ability to reach their potentials as 
productive, engaged, and capable citizens, contributing fully to their families and societies. Sustainable 
development starts and ends with safe, healthy and well-educated children.   
 

                                                 
5 Millennium Development Goals Report, United Nations, 2012; and World Development Report 2011, United 

Nations 2011. 


