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1. Introduction 
 
The global economy remains on a path of gradual recovery, with emerging and developing countries 
continuing to lead the way. Global economic output is estimated at 3.2 percent for 2012, while indications 
are that performance will be stronger in 2013 and 2014. However, sluggish growth in the Euro Zone has 
persisted with the fiscal crisis not fully resolved, thereby placing downside risks on the faster growing 
economies through depressed demand for exports. 
 
Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has remained resilient against a background of sustained public 
spending on basic infrastructure, resilient domestic demand, and rising private consumption, all within a 
context of improved macroeconomic policies. However, this growth remains insufficient to hasten the 
decline in poverty in the sub-continent. In addition, volatility in commodity prices continues to pose a 
major risk to many of our commodity exporting countries.  Further, with only two years to the 2015 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) deadline, the region lags the rest of the world on most of the 
targets, especially in poverty reduction, maternal and child health, and the provision of basic sanitation 
facilities. With poverty considerably higher in the rural areas, where the majority of the region’s 
population resides, rural- urban migration is putting pressure on existing urban facilities resulting in 
congestion, emergence and swelling of high density communities. All these have implication on the 
public health outcomes in particular and poverty in general. 
 
In view of the above, our message focuses on topical issues in line with the agenda of the 2013 Spring 
Development Committee (DC) Meeting.  These include: (i) A Common Vision for the World Bank Group 
(WBG) and the Modernization Agenda, (ii) The Global Monitoring Report (GMR) 2013 - Rural-Urban 
Dynamics and the MDGs, (iii) IDA 17 Replenishment and Financing for Development, and, (iv) Other 
Pressing Development Issues. 
 
2. A Common Vision for the World Bank Group and the Modernization Agenda 
 
We welcome the common vision of the WBG, to transition from a Knowledge Bank to a Solutions Bank, 
that is effective and with the main objective of accelerating progress in ending extreme poverty and 
promoting shared prosperity in a sustainable way.  We endorse these two corporate goals and support the 
five building blocks as a framework for the World Bank Group Strategy. However, recognizing that 
countries would be pursuing the goals from different bases to reach the target date for ending poverty, the 
Bank will have to remain sensitive to this and reflect the realities and needs of each country appropriately.  
We also welcome the World Bank’s Modernization Agenda, which seeks to develop and institutionalize 
reforms to meet lingering and evolving challenges of its overarching mission. We recognize that the 



2 
 

Agenda serves as an inherent part of the foundation for developing a Strategy to translate the Bank’s 
common vision to dedicated and strategic actions that support an efficient and effective solutions Bank.  
In this regard, we stress the need for the Bank to keep abreast with and ensure its increasing relevance to 
the evolving development frontiers. This calls, among other things, for expansion of the Bank’s enhanced 
engagement with Africa and other low-income countries in a manner that focuses on both country and 
regional programs with transformational development impact. As we have stated so many times before, 
this must include large infrastructural projects in the energy, agriculture, transportation, ICT, water and 
sanitation and other related sectors, which have great potential for substantive job creation, better living 
conditions and general human development. We look forward to seeing further progress in these areas. 
 
3. The GMR 2013 - Rural-Urban Dynamics and the MDGs 
 
We note the ongoing consultations on the Post-2015 Agenda that focus on, among other issues, 
Education, where emphasis is on learning outcomes, as quality education is essential for research and 
development, and is a pre-requisite for good jobs.  However, for some of our countries access to 
education remains critical and therefore, deserves equal attention. We also note the inclusion of Hunger 
and Malnutrition as critical targets in our Post-2015 Agenda. To Africa, this is an important development 
challenge and merits further attention at this level. We appreciate that to achieve meaningful poverty 
reduction and realize shared prosperity, there should be more equity in resource distribution within our 
regions as a target in the Post-2015 Agenda.  In addition, our countries have witnessed rapid urbanization 
as large numbers of people have migrated from the rural sector to towns in search of jobs and better living 
conditions. We agree with the Bank that while this poses a new development challenge, particularly as we 
address urban poverty on a global scale, we would like to point to the more dire conditions in the rural 
sector and the need to deal with this post-2015. 
 
Generally, as we discuss the Post-2015 Agenda, we should not lose sight of the fact that most of our 
countries will not meet a good number of the MDGs by 2015. These targets remain important to the 
continent and, in this regard, we are mindful of our responsibilities and maintain our resolve to do what is 
necessary to towards that end. At the same time, we would like to emphasize the criticality of the 
continued, enhanced support of development partners, including the Bank. 
 
4. IDA 17 Replenishment and Financing for Development 
 
We cannot overemphasize the importance of a strong IDA 17 replenishment.  Strong IDA is critical in the 
Bank’s mission of reducing extreme poverty.  We welcome the overarching theme on “Maximizing 
Development Impact” and the continued focus on the special themes – gender, climate change, fragile and 
conflict-affected states (FCS) and inclusive growth.  We consider the regional window in IDA as a premia 
for transformational investments in SSA.  We note with appreciation that the impact of regional programs 
has already become visible in the energy, ICT and the transport sectors, but a lot more needs to be done. 
 
We would like to recognize IDA’s exceptional financial support to the FCSs. The efforts in this regard are 
showing positive impact on IDA’s portfolio performance and, we encourage the Bank to keep up the 
momentum by scaling up its support to these countries. 
 
We note with regret that the World Bank is proposing that no new financing window for transformational 
project should be created, while, instead, intending to consider adjusting the eligibility criteria in order to 
pilot transformational project under the existing regional program financing window created under IDA 
13 and to augment the financing available.  Usually, transformational projects tend to be generally large-
scale and complex. Thus, given the scale of these projects, we reiterate our call for the setting up of a 
Project Preparation Fund (PPF), modeled on the one established by the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) – we implore the Bank to consider exploring a joint synergy in this regard.  
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Finally, while IDA is looking for new resources through new pledges, it is vital to recall that the sum of 
US$ 932 million from previous pledges  are yet to be delivered by partners to  IDA. We urge that these 
outstanding pledges be delivered to reduce the amount of IDA commitment that would be rolled over in 
to IDA 17. 
 
5. Other Pressing Development Issues 
 
We would like to bring up also some of the recurring development issues, to which we have been 
repeatedly calling attention of the development community.  We do so because they remain relevant and 
pressing. 
 
The infrastructure deficit in Africa is severe and continues to be a serious development challenge for our 
countries.   In an effort to bridge the infrastructure gap, governments across the continent have taken the 
lead and have been investing in ambitious projects in energy, transport, water and ICT. This drive has 
been partially supported through, among other sources, domestic resource mobilization.  Our countries 
will, therefore, continue to need support of development partners. It is in this context, as we have said 
before, that we welcome the WBG strategy, Transformation through Infrastructure and the new ICT 
strategy, ICT for Greater Development Impact. We, emphatically, call for an accelerated implementation 
of these strategies. 
 
Recently, exploitation of natural resources has become an important economic activity among our 
countries.  We are well aware that natural resource wealth has the potential to accelerate development in 
low-income and lower middle income countries.  We therefore look forward to the initiatives for ensuring 
broadened benefits from natural resource wealth through IDA, and more cooperation with other 
development partners, to support our extractive industry development, and management of the wealth.  
Specifically, we urge the WBG to devise and adopt a group-wide approach to assisting our countries in 
promoting economically productive natural resource management. 
 
The food insecurity in SSA, coupled with food price volatility, continues to threaten progress towards the 
MDGs. In this regard, we welcome the focus of the WBG Agriculture Action Plan FY2013–15, which 
focuses on helping countries achieve this progress. Notwithstanding this, we would like to emphasize the 
need for long-term solutions to deal with droughts that threaten development in the Sahel and Horn of 
Africa sub-regions. We call for more resources to be directed towards improving water resource 
management and the development of more weather-tolerant crop varieties to increase and stabilize food 
production in these regions. 
 
The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in our countries constitute the foundation for employment 
generation and transition to industrialization.  We, therefore, reiterate our call for the WBG to enhance its 
coordinated, targeted support to SMEs development in our countries. 
 
We believe that it is important that the Bank fully recognize the peculiar circumstances of the Middle-
income Countries (MICs). These countries, especially the African MICs, have for many years been 
calling on the Bank to develop lending instruments suitable to their needs, but the MICs agenda has been 
slow to take off. While we welcome that the World Bank MICs agenda is currently under review, we call 
on the Bank to hasten the process.  Moreover, we call for a coordinated approach by the Bank and the 
Fund, and other MDBs, in dealing with this issue. 
 
The burden of debt arrears remains a major hindrance to the development efforts in Somalia, Sudan, and 
Zimbabwe.  We therefore call for a timely support from development partners to relieve this heavy 
burden on their development efforts by enabling them benefit from the debt relief initiatives. 
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6. Conclusion 
 
To conclude, Africa is clearly making progress. Due to investment in infrastructure, associated with 
implementation of strong macroeconomic policies by many of the countries, SSA has sustained and 
strengthened economic recovery, but much more needs to be done to realize significant reduction in 
unemployment and poverty.  As such, achieving the MDGs remains a major challenge.  To address the 
challenges, our commitment remains steadfast and the need to strengthen international cooperation 
towards this end can hardly be overemphasized. It is imperative that we work together more responsively, 
timely and effectively to achieve our common vision of ending poverty and promoting shared prosperity.  
This is also consistent with our call for a strong IDA17 replenishment. 


