
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Joint Ministerial Committee 

of the  
Boards of Governors of the Bank and the Fund 

on the 
Transfer of Real Resources to Developing Countries) 

 
EIGHTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – APRIL 20, 2013 
 

 
DC/S/2013-0013 (E) 

 
April 20, 2013 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Statement by 
 

Mr. Daniel Kablan Duncan 
Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance 

 
Republic of Côte d’Ivoire  

 
On behalf of the Group II African Countries 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Statement by 
 

Mr. Daniel Kablan Duncan 
Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance 

 
Republic of Côte d’Ivoire  

 
On behalf of the Group II African Countries 

 
87th Meeting of the Development Committee 

 
April 20, 2013 

Washington, D.C. 
 

 
 
My statement focuses primarily on the topics appearing on the agenda of our April 20, 2013 meeting, 
namely (i) A Common Vision for the World Bank Group; and (ii) The Global Monitoring Report 2013: 
Rural/Urban Dynamics and the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 
 
I. A Common Vision for the World Bank Group 
  
We commend the World Bank’s senior management for the tremendous strides made in articulating a 
vision aimed at strategically positioning the World Bank Group (WBG) in the context of an uncertain 
global economic environment and shifting international aid architecture. We are most appreciative of the 
intensive and inclusive series of consultations conducted in all areas during formulation of this vision, 
which will facilitate development of a strategy that responds more effectively to the challenges facing our 
countries. It is against this backdrop that we wish to make the following observations: 
 
We agree with the paper’s two key messages, namely (1) ending extreme poverty is a moral imperative 
and one of the most urgent challenges facing the international community; and (2)  promoting shared 
prosperity by enhancing the well-being of the poor and vulnerable in every country. We agree that this 
line of approach could help us—the Bank and the countries—achieve our common goal of a world free of 
poverty. Consequently, we acknowledge the relevance of the two proposed objectives: reducing the rate 
of extreme poverty to under 3 percent by 2030 and promoting the growth rate of real income per capita of 
the bottom 40 percent in all client countries. 
 
Against this backdrop, we wish to underscore five points for which the World Bank Group should commit 
to finding solutions, in view of the challenges facing our countries. First, in light of the global nature of 
the first goal, the Bank must provide institutional guarantees against the risk of inadequate assistance for 
the poorest countries. Second, with a view to maximizing aid impact and effectiveness, the Bank’s 
management must undertake to improve the results frameworks by developing specific indicators to 
measure the World Bank Group’s own contribution to these global objectives. Third, given that the vast 
majority of IDA-only countries, particularly the fragile and conflict-affected countries, are unlikely to 
achieve the MDG on reducing extreme poverty by 2015, it would be prudent for the Bank to make a 
stronger commitment to these countries by establishing target dates during which it could conduct 
periodic assessments, as the year 2030 is relatively far off. Fourth, in an effort to ensure the effective 
monitoring of the selected indicators, we are seeking increased assistance from the WBG to strengthen 
statistical capacity in the countries in need of this support. Fifth, the strategy must develop a framework 
that defines the responsibilities of the various entities, regions, and technical networks of the Bank. 
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With respect to the principles that are expected to underpin the vision, we wish to make the following 
comments: 
 
In the case of the first principle “Serve poor and vulnerable people in a sustainable manner everywhere,” 
we support the WBG’s intention to target the poor all across the globe. However, we believe that poor 
people living in IDA-only countries, in particular those in Africa and including fragile countries, warrant 
special and priority attention. Indeed, it is in these countries that the development challenges are the most 
daunting and the incidence of poverty the most widespread and deep-rooted. We also believe that it is in 
these countries that WBG interventions will have the greatest impact on efforts to end poverty. 
 
With regard to the second principle, “Recognize the diversity of clients,” we agree with the Bank’s senior 
management on the importance of taking country differences into account and the need to tailor solutions 
to each country’s socioeconomic situation. We also share the view that efforts must go beyond the 
traditional IBRD-IDA dichotomy and that diversity must be taken into account during finalization of the 
strategy. In this case, the IBRD could use its capital to finance certain projects in IDA countries, in 
addition to the enclave projects in which it is actively, albeit modestly, engaged. We also believe that the 
preparation of the new strategy provides the Bank with an opportunity to take the specific circumstances 
of middle-income countries into account. Indeed, these countries, in particular those in Africa, have for 
many years called on the Bank to develop loans and knowledge instruments tailored to their specific 
needs. 
 
With respect to the third principle “Work as One World Bank Group,” we wholeheartedly endorse the 
view that the Group’s various agencies have a strong untapped potential that could be harnessed to 
increase the synergy of their interventions, reduce overlapping, and improve the complementarity of their 
services, while maintaining their respective distinct client focus. We support the change management 
process underway in the WBG, and hope that this effort will culminate in the adoption of joint work and 
intervention models for IDA/IBRD, IFC, and MIGA. In light of the challenges and growing demand for 
the WBG’s services, we urge senior management to step up efforts to also strengthen the financial 
capacities of these entities. 
 
As regards the fourth principle, “Focus on development solutions,” we concur with the need for greater 
progress toward developing customized solutions for member countries. Moreover, and notwithstanding 
the dominance of the country model as the basis for intervention by the WBG, we urge the World Bank 
Group to also strengthen the regional approach, which, in our view, is more appropriate and more 
effective for producing certain results, in particular with respect to major projects in the key sectors of 
energy, transportation, telecommunications, and agriculture. We therefore encourage Management to 
focus on regional solutions as well.  In this regard, we wish to reiterate our request for more 
transformative projects with regional impact, financed by an increased allocation to the region. 
 
With respect to the fifth principle, “Exercise dynamic selectivity,” we are of the view that the WBG’s 
development priorities should be based on transformative activities that have the potential to realize the 
WBG’s vision and effectively address the priorities of member countries. As regards coordination with 
other multilateral development banks and regional organizations, it is critical that the WBG’s work be 
guided by complementarity and selectivity, and that the division of labor among the multilateral 
development banks be driven by individual country demands. Furthermore, the WBG must ensure that the 
Trust Funds that it manages are being used in accordance with the overall objectives and priorities set by 
the Group. Lastly, in order to take past mistakes in the areas of infrastructure and agriculture into account, 
we urge the WBG to sustain its engagement and expertise in sectoral work, while allowing other 
stakeholders to lead at the country level, as opportunities arise. 
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We commend Management for the progress made in implementing the WBG’s ambitious modernization 
program. We recognize that these reforms will not have an immediate impact and that institutional and 
cultural change happens over time. However, the report could have benefited from inclusion of the 
following: (1) clear links between implementation of the modernization reforms and the new vision and 
priorities; (2) how the modernization reforms will be translated into responsibilities and how results will 
be reported; and (3) the need to pay greater attention to tangible results indicators rather than input 
indicators. 
 
II. Global Monitoring Report 2013: Rural-Urban Dynamics and the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDG) 
 
We congratulate the staff of the World Bank and IMF for this comprehensive and insightful 10th edition 
of the Global Monitoring Report. Overall, we endorse the report’s key recommendations and messages 
regarding the progress made toward achievement of the MDGs as well as those dealing with rural-urban 
dynamics and the MDGs. However, we must emphasize three points: 
 
First, we wholeheartedly support the recommendation in the report to focus on achieving as many of the 
MDGs as possible before the 2015 deadline. Given that several developing countries have put in place a 
macroeconomic framework conducive to enhancing the effectiveness of official development assistance, 
an increased effort over the remaining two years can accelerate attainment of a greater number of MDGs, 
particularly in the regions of Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, which lag the furthest behind. To this 
end, we request that the World Bank Group immediately scale up its awareness-raising activities to 
secure more official development assistance over the remaining three years. 
 
Second, we concur with the well-documented findings indicating that urbanization can be used as a 
powerful tool for shared growth and ending poverty, provided that the planning-connecting-financing 
formula is appropriately applied. However, the effectiveness of urbanization at achieving shared growth 
and poverty reduction varies by country and circumstances. We would therefore like the usual principle of 
prudence with respect to universal prescriptions to be more strongly emphasized in the report. 
 
Third, with 75 percent of the world’s poor living in rural areas, it is not conceivable to have a country in 
which rural areas are uninhabited. Shared prosperity and the end of poverty will not be achieved unless 
poverty is reduced in both rural and urban areas. Therefore, we believe that policies geared toward 
increasing agricultural productivity and the greater integration of input markets and products will help 
reduce the prevalence of poverty in rural areas. This is of particular significance in the regions of Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia where the provision of basic infrastructure and services in rural areas—
roads, electricity, education, and health—could not only facilitate the reduction of rural poverty, but also 
pave the way for improved urbanization. We would like the rural-urban complementarity to be more 
boldly highlighted in this report.  
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