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The global economic climate remains affected by uncertainties. Bold, carefully-coordinated 

policy actions are needed among the advanced economies to support growth and sustained 

recovery, as well as bolster the efforts of developing and emerging economies, which have 

recently been fuelling the growth of the global economy. It is also critical that Africa continues 

to receive much needed support that will enable it to sustain its efforts towards meeting the 

MDGs, further alleviating poverty and tackling growing unemployment challenges.    
 

We welcome the Bank’s focus on the important thematic subject of jobs, which remains 

foremost in the minds of most policymakers in Africa today.  We concur with the World 

Development Report (WDR) that jobs are transformative in and of themselves and not just the 

engine of poverty reduction or a by-product of growth. The WDR is placing before countries a 

significant amount of information, backed by thorough analysis and empirical data. We believe 

that the report and its companion documents will add value to the thinking on the challenges to 

job creation, especially as it relates to vulnerable groups such as women and the youth.  
 

Many countries, including Angola, Nigeria and South Africa have undertaken diagnostics of 

their own to try to address the challenges of fostering an environment in which jobs can be 

created. We believe that the work of the Bank and the WDR can create a better understanding of 

our current situations as well as provide direction to take us beyond our present confines. The 

usefulness of the WDR and its companion papers will depend on the uptake and application of 

the knowledge and data they provide. We therefore call upon the WBG to make this knowledge 

and data available in a user-friendly manner.  
 

Reducing the structural unemployment faced by our countries requires a better integration of 

disadvantaged groups, especially women and the youth. However, reaching out to these 

segments of society will entail improvements in targeted programs that are multi-sectoral in 

nature, supportive of and mutually reinforcing what we are currently doing. We call upon the 

WBG to coordinate the work that it undertakes within countries with other development partners, 

leveraging know-how, technical assistance and finance in providing programs and support. We 

encourage the Bank to strengthen its dialogue in this area, using the Country Assistance 

Strategies as an important foundation bearing in mind the respective needs and priorities of 

countries. 
 

Creating jobs that are transformative in a context where the majority of people depend on 

informal activity, remains a challenge for many developing countries. This is an area where the 

WDR could have been more informative, especially in expressing key strategies required to 

restructure such economies. 
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We note and welcome the progress that has been made on the gender equality agenda. We 

encourage that this momentum be sustained, and a strong link established between gender 

equality and Jobs. The importance and centrality of gender in the development process cannot be 

over-emphasized. 
 

Natural disasters and catastrophic events have been on the rise, with greater consequences on the 

poorest and most vulnerable people and communities. We therefore welcome the initiative to 

share the lessons from the Sendai experience; thereby keeping the subject high on the 

development agenda. This will help to sensitize the authorities concerned on the need to take 

pro-active measures to stem possible looming disasters and safeguard human lives and valuable 

assets.   
 

It is imperative to adopt a regional solution to disaster risk management. As recently witnessed in 

Nigeria, upstream activity in a hydropower dam in a neighboring country precipitated massive 

flooding downstream in several states along the Niger- Benue River basin, thereby causing a 

heavy toll on lives, properties, and vital infrastructure which will take many years and huge 

resources to rebuild. To achieve a regional solution, securing effective liaison with regional 

bodies and developing a timely, accurate and actionable early warning mechanism are required 

as integral parts of national systems. Expertise in the area of cross-border post-disaster 

reconstruction is also essential to effectively address cross-border disasters.  
 

We welcome the continuing focus on stronger results as well as the various tools that have been 

deployed by the Bank to track progress on results. We welcome Mr. Jim Yong Kim as the new 

President of the World Bank and applaud his strong commitment towards reinvigorating the 

Institution and propelling it towards achieving its core mission.  
 

We thank and extend our sincere appreciation to the Japanese authorities for their warm 

welcome, hospitality and efficient hosting of this year’s Annual Meeting, in Tokyo. 


