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Our discussions this year are focused on the topic “Resilience, Results and Reforms: how developing 
countries and international financial institutions have responded to the crisis.” 
 
1. How Resilient Have Developing Countries Been During the Global Crisis? 

  
The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund have produced a very informative note on country 
response to the global crisis.  This note indicates that two years after the start of the global economic 
crisis, the measures adopted by countries, with the support of the international financial institutions, have 
averted the collapse of the global economy.  
 
We agree with the assessment of the Bretton Woods institutions that some developing countries 
demonstrated greater resilience to the crisis, maintaining basic expenditures in the areas of education, 
health, and infrastructure, because of sound macroeconomic policies implemented during the pre-crisis 
era.  Indeed, these policies created fiscal space and facilitated the accumulation of foreign reserves.  
 
However, it must be acknowledged that most African countries have not been able to implement stimulus 
measures or protect the most vulnerable groups owing to a lack of fiscal space, which had already been 
eroded by the previous food and energy crises.  Consequently, these countries will be forced to reduce 
their social and infrastructure expenditure and to seek additional external financing on concessional terms 
to enable them to support economic growth and protect the most vulnerable population groups.  
 
For this reason, the need to honor previous commitments made to mobilize greater resources for poor 
countries, particularly those in Africa, has taken on a sense of urgency.  In the case of Africa, this effort 
entails boosting resources channeled toward infrastructure, in particular energy and transportation.  
 
We also endorse the report’s recommendation regarding the need to establish effective and functioning 
safety nets to better protect the most vulnerable during periods of crisis.  However, the implementation of 
such mechanisms is a medium- and long-term process that calls for resources and capacities that our 
countries may not have at the moment. 
 
We also hold the view that now that the crisis has ended, our countries should begin to replenish their 
reserves and build fiscal spaces in order to prepare for future crises.  In this regard, we think that the 
speed with which this replenishment takes place will depend in large measure on the strength of the 
global economic recovery and its sustainability in developed countries, the epicenter of the crisis.  
 
We therefore call on developed countries to take appropriate measures to stimulate the global economic 
recovery and reduce the risks of another financial crisis.  This will allow the export earnings of our 
countries to return to pre-crisis levels and enable them to benefit once more from substantial foreign 
direct investment and foreign remittances.  Developing countries will do their part by continuing to 
implement effective economic policies and improve fiscal policies, which are essential for the 
mobilization of greater domestic revenue. 



 

 

 
Furthermore, we think it equally important to preserve the openness and flexibility of the international 
financial system and to work toward a speedy conclusion of Doha Round negotiations.  In this area, 
developed countries should increase aid for trade and developing countries should ramp up investment in 
order to lower their domestic marketing costs, particularly the cost of transporting products. 
 
We wholeheartedly endorse the recommendation made in the report to refocus the work of the 
international community on food security and agriculture.  We underscore the fact that African countries 
agreed, in the Maputo Declaration, to channel 10 percent of their budgets toward agricultural 
development, and implemented the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP).  
For this reason, Africa is expecting substantial assistance from the international community with the 
implementation of this program. 
 
2. World Bank Group Reform: An Update  
 
We are pleased to note that reform is underway within the World Bank Group (WBG), with a view to 
better using its range of financial instruments and knowledge to fulfill its development and poverty 
reduction mandate more effectively. 

 
We take note of the progress made during the first six months of implementation of reforms.  However, 
we agree with the World Bank’s Board that this process is a complex one taking place in an equally 
complex environment.  For this reason, we think that six months is a relatively short period to generate a 
significant impact.  We note, however, that the internal reform process has gotten off to a good start. 

 
We acknowledge the work done to develop a performance indicator scorecard, strengthen ongoing 
training and knowledge, continue decentralization of staff, and provide access to information and data.  
Going forward, we call on the World Bank’s Board to continue these reforms.  We also think that this 
reform process should be flexible so as to adapt to changes in the global environment and to the specific 
challenges facing the World Bank Group.  

 
3. Delivering on Results and Improving Lives: The International Development Association  
 
The year 2010 coincides with three significant events: (i) the 50th anniversary of IDA’s establishment; (ii) 
the review of progress achieved in the implementation of the MDGs; and (iii) the IDA16 Replenishment 
process. Against this backdrop, we welcome the timely preparation of this document, which seeks to 
present IDA’s unique principles and strengths and its capacity to deliver concrete results on the ground.  
 
The recently concluded United Nations Summit on the MDGs revealed that despite setbacks owing to the 
recent crises, significant strides have been made and achievement of the MDGs is still within reach. It is 
imperative that developing countries and the international community step up commitments and efforts if 
the approaching 2015 deadline is to be met.  
 
Our Group wholeheartedly endorses the views expressed in the report on IDA’s comparative advantages. 
We are also confident of its usefulness as a platform, an essential contribution to the success of aid 
programs for low-income countries. In that regard, we urge the Bank’s Management to strengthen the 
messages in the report with a view to supporting its communication effort. We wish to highlight three 
points in particular, namely (i) the strategic direction of IDA, with a clear definition of its regional and 
thematic priorities in areas where there is potential for value added; (ii) IDA’s ultimate role as a creator of 
new markets; and (iii) IDA’s role as a catalyst and platform in the context of crises such as the earthquake 
in Haiti, the floods in Pakistan, and the 2004 tsunami, where IDA played a key role by channeling aid 
flows to the affected populations. 



 

 

 
We underscore the need to maintain the momentum observed at the start of the millennium with regard to 
official development assistance, as reflected in the commitments undertaken by developed countries at the 
Monterrey and G-8 Meetings. We are pleased to note that reform efforts by our countries are beginning to 
produce tangible results.  The time has therefore come to deliver on pledges made. The major test, in this 
regard, is the IDA16 replenishment process.  We therefore call on our partners to work to achieve the 
prompt and successful conclusion of ongoing discussions.  

 
We believe that IDA’s performance-based resource allocation system is a key component of its 
mechanism to encourage progress. We endorse the provision of support tailored to the needs of small 
States and fragile countries, and the establishment of a window to help countries respond to exogenous 
shocks. However, we believe that the CPIA assigns too much weight to governance, and call on the 
Bank’s Management to reduce this weighting from 68 percent to 50 percent. 
 
Lastly, we wish to bring a number of our concerns regarding IDA to the attention of our development 
partners: 
 

(i) How can IDA, with a fixed three-year envelope, be ready to assist client countries in the 
event of another crisis? Should the recently created initiatives and facilities be 
strengthened, or should new innovative instruments be put in place? 
 

(ii) What steps can be taken to ensure that IDA is in a position to bolster its support to client 
countries to help them achieve the MDGs? 
 

(iii) What prospects have been considered to substantially increase IDA allocations for 
regional projects and to introduce instruments such as IBRD enclave loans and the new 
IDA guarantees?  

 
 
4. Strengthening Governance and Accountability: An Update 
 
We would like to thank the Bank’s Management for the update on the report on strengthening governance 
and accountability. We believe that these reforms are critical because, first and foremost, they will 
enhance the voice of our countries on the Board of Directors. Moreover, owing to strengthened 
shareholder oversight of the Board and Management at the World Bank, we will see, in particular, the 
development of the integrated results framework, including the scorecard. This should lead to greater 
consideration of our countries’ circumstances in the work of the Bank. To that end, the adoption of the 
risk approach in reforms pertaining to investment lending and the IFC no-objection procedure, among 
others, will result in an increased focus on strategic priorities by the World Bank Group’s Board of 
Directors, which, in all likelihood, should incorporate the special case of fragile States, including our 
own. 
 
These expectations are especially justified because the reforms underway will transform the Bank into an 
increasingly open institution that is more receptive to new ideas; in sum, a better development instrument.  
 
Lastly, enhanced Voice and Participation for developing countries in the World Bank Group, the 
assessment of the effectiveness of results on the ground, and increased access to information following 
implementation of a new policy, are all key components necessary for maintaining the credibility, trust, 
and institutional accountability of the World Bank Group.  


