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Global Monitoring Report 2007 
 
We welcome this draft report and the emphasis placed on such important topics as gender 
and fragile states in the context of globalization. In this sense, this report is the main tool 
to help this Committee to provide input to define the Bank’s strategies and priorities. 
 
We agree that further actions have to be taken to promote gender equality and 
empowerment of women. At the same time, we agree on the need to bolster the efforts to 
support fragile states, which account for one-third of the world’s extreme poor. If the 
problems these states are confronted with remain unsolved, there is a risk that the ensuing 
consequences –civil conflicts, risks to public health and humanitarian crises– may cross 
borders. 
 
Although the number of extremely poor people in low-income countries fell by 135 
million between 1999 and 2004, the absolute number of poor in Sub-Saharan Africa, for 
example, has not changed (nearly 300 million). The challenge is double: on the one hand, 
it is necessary to strengthen policies to reduce poverty; on the other hand, the poor in 
low-income countries need to be protected from external shocks, a global growth 
deceleration, protectionism, falling commodity prices or possible global pandemics. 
 
Furthermore, the picture presented in the report is even more discouraging since it shows 
that the majority of developing countries are off-track on most Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa regions, for example, are off-track on 
all the goals (nutrition, universal primary education completion, child mortality, maternal 
health, aids, malaria and tuberculosis, water supply and sanitation). It is a challenge for 
the World Bank  to support countries to get back on track toward achieving the MDGs by 
2015. 
 
We should consider the importance of income distribution more thoroughly, not only at 
the country but also at the global level. The importance of international income 
distribution derives from the fact that the poorest 40 percent of the world population 
accounts for just over 10 percent of the world GNI, while the richest 20 percent accounts 
for more than 60 percent of the global GNI. That is to say that if the world were a single 
country, it would be a very unequal one (Global Redistribution of Income, François 
Bourguignon, Victoria Levin, David Rosenblatt, The World Bank 2006). Taking this fact 
and the relation between poverty and income distribution into consideration, policies to 
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reduce poverty have to address the issue of income distribution not only at the local but 
also at the international level. 
 
Governance 
 
We support the Bank’s governance agenda, given that development and 
underdevelopment are highly correlated with the quality of governance. Improving the 
quality of governance requires long-term and time-consistent efforts that go beyond 
electoral cycles ant the terms of the Country Assistance and Country Partnership 
Strategies (CASs and CPSs), which periodically define the rules of engagement between 
the countries and the Bank. 
 
Governance indicators should be the main tool for an objective assessment of progress 
made in enhancing governance practices. We urge the Bank to strengthen their 
preparation and improve their use. 
 
When it comes to the strategy, the government should be in the driver’s seat. All the 
assessments to curtail corruption and improve governance –such as expenditure, 
procurement and fiduciary assessments- are to be carried out by the Bank in coordination 
with the government institutions. Said coordination will be difficult, if not impossible, if 
the government is not leading the strategy. 
 
International Trade 
 
There is no sustainable development without ordered international trade. The current de 
facto suspension of the negotiations of the Doha Round seriously jeopardizes the progress 
towards the achievement of the MDGs. 
 
As Mr. Pascal Lamy said almost a year ago, “the trauma generated by the collapse of 
global trade talks may not yet register on the streets of New York, Paris or Tokyo. But for 
cotton growers in West Africa, rice farmers in Thailand and beef producers in Latin 
America, the reverberations are already being felt”. 
 
We urge the Bank to resume its recognized advocacy role to help create the momentum 
for the rebirth of the negotiations. 
 
Gender equality 
 
It is well known that the issue of gender equality is of paramount importance in human 
development and poverty reduction. Only little progress has been achieved towards the 
economic empowerment of women, particularly in fragile states. 
 
While we support improved monitoring through more indicators that show us more 
dimensions of the problem, it is worth remembering that measuring is a necessary but by 
no means sufficient condition for improvement.  
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What is needed is to have better policies at the country level, and it would be necessary 
for the Bank to include the gender issue in the country strategies, improve donor 
coordination, and enhance the analytical and advisory activities (AAAs) on that issue. 
 
Education for all 
 
The education-related MDGs need to be adjusted so that not only coverage but also 
quality are attained. Coverage is not enough; learning outcomes and specifically the 
building of human capital since childhood are key to live a productive life and escape 
permanent poverty in this increasingly competitive world. 
 
We urge the Bank and donors to redefine the education-related MDGs to explicitly 
include quality goals and to act accordingly when additional funding is distributed for 
this purpose. 
 
The Africa Action Plan 
 
The objective of The Africa Action Plan (AAP) is to address the issue of development 
challenges in Africa, thus helping Africa accelerate the pace of progress towards the 
achievement of the MDGs. We believe that the AAP is an important tool that can 
effectively guide the Bank’s work on the ground, maximizing the development outcomes. 
We would like to express our support to the revised AAP with its renewed focus on 
results needed to accelerate growth and human development and on strengthening the 
country-based model. 
 
Despite the fact that average growth has been sustained over the past two years in Africa, 
the remaining challenges are enormous. Economic growth is increasingly different across 
countries, and there is also a substantial variation among countries with respect to the 
level of attainment of the MDGs. Sub-Saharan Africa still remains far from reaching the 
MDGs by 2015. 
 
Notwithstanding the fact that the little time passed since the adoption of the AAP’s does 
not allow to make a comprehensive evaluation of the plan implementation, we think that 
so far progress has been made towards the AAP’s set goals. 
 
We are very supportive of the idea that in order to achieve higher development impact, 
the AAP should focus more selectively on outcomes needed to boost growth and human 
development. We agree with the framework of eight flagships, which in our opinion 
address the areas most critical for Africa’s development. 
 
Finally, we are worried about the lack of progress with respect to promises of scaled-up 
aid. The development challenges in Africa are so significant that additional resources are 
highly needed. Therefore, apart from the steps taken with respect to debt relief, we expect 
further progress regarding the commitments made in the Gleneagles Summit. 

 


