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In its very nature, the World Bank is at the heart of development aid, but it needs to continually adapt and 
reinforce its role as a structuring actor in a rapidly changing world. The Bank has achieved such results 
with the impetus given by its shareholders when it reacted promptly and efficiently to the current financial 
and economic crisis. It has also achieved a central role in the framework of the Deauville Partnership for 
the Transition Arab Countries. It demonstrates its adaptation capacity now through its engagement in 
Mali and in favor of the Sahel. It will have to demonstrate it also by putting forward forceful propositions 
to tackle current world evolutions and the tremendous issues it faces. 
 
In this regard, I welcome the Common Vision Paper that the Bank has proposed to the Development 
Committee, which undertakes to developing its mission of reducing poverty into concrete goals. 
Ending extreme poverty, and promoting a shared prosperity in a sustainable way, are two sides of the 
same challenge, which the World Bank must play a  role in the forefront. We must make economic 
growth profit everyone, especially taking into account security issues, gender issues and demographic 
issues. These three points have considerable importance, since they are both a goal in themselves, and key 
elements for development and social modernization. 
 
The Common Vision proposal is a first step in defining the World Bank strategy. From France’s 
point of view, the very first priority for the World Bank in its fight against poverty should remain 
the poorest Member States. These not only lack sufficient access to alternative funding sources other 
than development aid, they also have the weakest institutional capacity, the least human capital, and the 
least attractive business climate. 
 
Subsequently, these poorest of countries are the ones where the value added by the World Bank is 
the greatest. In this regard, it is crucial that the role division between IDA and IBRD is maintained: these 
two institutions offer their respective beneficiaries loan conditions that are tailored to their solvability 
positions. For countries that might graduate and are at the junction between IDA and IBRD, continuity at 
financial and strategic levels must be ensured, so that the fight against poverty progresses smoothly. 
 
A lasting reduction of poverty cannot be envisaged without consideration of three key issues: 
security, climate change and transparency. 
 
No lasting reduction of poverty will be possible without reinforcing security and the rule of law. The 
Malian crisis is a dramatic illustration of the fact that fragility has a regional dimension. Our challenge is 
to stabilize not only one country, but the whole Sahel area. This is all the more true that Mali, along with 
WAEMU countries, is on the path towards reinforcing regional integration. Preventing a systemic 
regional risk, preventing the regional impact of a one-country crisis in a world that is ever more integrated 
are tasks that require a reinforced action against fragility, as early as possible. 
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In this regard, the Malian crisis should remain in the minds of us all. I would like to recognize the World 
Bank’s reactivity, which has been key during the last months. We now have to engage into a long-term 
effort, all together. Only if all donors engage collectively and for the long term, will it be possible for 
Mali to get back on track for development. France will be present, and I expect much from the donors’ 
conference in Brussels next May 15, which we will co-host with the European Union. 
 
IDA 17 must be a cornerstone for a deep improvement of engagement in favor of fragile States: this 
covers regional integration, human resources reform, procedural flexibility, oversight quality, adaptability 
to the priorities of beneficiaries, mobilization of IFC and MIGA alongside IDA, and coordination with 
other bilateral and multilateral donors. Like us, many of the donors and beneficiary countries have high 
expectations for the 17th IDA reconstitution.  Success of IDA 17 for fragile States will depend as much 
on the amounts IDA will be able to mobilize for them, as well as the World Bank Group’s ability to adapt 
to particularly difficult environments and to mobilize its best Staff.  
 
No lasting reduction of poverty will be possible without fully taking into account climate change 
issues. As stated in the Common Vision Paper, World Bank’s efforts – and ours as donors – will achieve 
nothing if we do not incorporate enough climate change issues in all development policies. We must not 
forget that developed countries have ambitiously pledged in Copenhagen to mobilize 100 billion dollars 
of public and private financing each year until 2020, in order to help developing countries fighting 
climate change. We must act without delay and put all poverty reduction plans in line with a mitigation 
and reduction perspective, or else all the efforts from the last decades will be at risk. In this regard, it will 
be crucial that the World Bank contributes with its experience to the international framework that is 
currently being drawn up, notably with the new “Green Fund”. 
 
As a last point, no lasting reduction of poverty will be possible without enhancing transparency and 
efficiency in the long run. For the World Bank, this first requires taking stock of a period when its 
volume of engagement has considerably increased, and drawing from that the actions where its value 
added is the highest. In the future, this also requires that results measurement is enhanced, and above all, 
that long term impact measurement is enhanced. What is at stake here is not only the opportunity for 
increased knowledge, but also accountability towards governments and people. Being more transparent, 
the World Bank will reinforce donors and beneficiaries’ confidence in its ability to reduce global poverty. 
For partner countries, increased transparency is a key issue in terms of good governance and social 
justice. This is how our support to the facility for fair exploitation of natural resources in Africa should be 
understood. Extractive resources should contribute to reinforcing public finances, to enhancing 
governance, to real economy growth, and finally to the people as a whole; these are necessary conditions 
to lock a positive feedback loop, and move towards an inclusive and sustainable growth model that will 
make ending poverty possible. 
 
These issues are absolutely  vital for sub-Saharan African countries: we should both support the new 
economic surge of the African continent, and make sure that it benefits the poorest and most fragile 
States, and that it contributes to reinforcing regional integration. At the same time, we must be present for 
all countries, especially our partner countries in the Mediterranean: I expect the World Bank to continue 
playing a leading role for Arab countries in transition. 
 
In order to maximize its impact on poverty reduction while addressing these transversal issues – 
fragility, climate change, transparency –, the World Bank should implement and deepen the 
internal reforms it has undertaken. I would like to give two examples. 
 
The public procurement reform and the environmental and social safeguards reform are key issues 
for the efficiency of Bank supported projects, and also for their impact on governance: this reform 
should not only help in enhancing environmental and social quality of Bank supported projects but also, 
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beyond these projects, help in adapting to national contexts.  The World Bank should be in a position to 
propose more flexible procedures for fragile States, to support the upgrading of national systems when 
they present enough guarantees, but also manage more efficiently the risks taken by compensating more 
flexibility with more oversight. 
 
The World Bank should also continue improving its financial sustainability. This first requires that 
the Bank takes its share in efforts made by national public services at the present time, and improves its 
budgetary management efficiency, performance management efficiency and human resources 
management efficiency. A reflection will also be required on the profitability of the Bank, especially on 
adapting its instruments and its loans conditions to the financial situation of beneficiary countries. 

 
 


