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I. Global Monitoring Report 

We welcome this fourth Global Monitoring Report (GMR), especially its focus on 
“confronting the challenges of gender equality and fragile states”.  Achieving universal 
primary education and eliminating gender disparity at all levels is a challenge that all of 
us, working together, must confront head on, to enhance our chances for meeting the 
MDGs.  

The 2007 GMR continues to raise issues that are very pertinent to our 
development agenda.  The Report raises questions which should help us determine 
whether we are making progress on those internationally agreed millennium development 
goals (the MDGs) and, if not, what the constraints are and how to go about addressing 
them.  In this regard, we believe that the report should continue to play this critical role of 
monitoring progress and focusing on results, to ensure that these issues are kept on the 
agenda of the Development Committee.   

The Report clearly spells out the link between growth and poverty reduction and 
it is most refreshing to note the progress achieved in Sub Saharan Africa (SSA), with 
many countries continuing to register growth rates above 5.5 percent during the last seven 
years. Not only has growth steadily accelerated, but reforms on the macroeconomic and 
political fronts have also been consolidated and on-going implementation of the Africa 
Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) is helping African leaders to become more 
accountable to their people.  At the global level, the provision of additional debt relief has 
allowed expansion of basic health and education services.  However, results have been 
uneven, with performance varying across regions and countries.  More importantly, the 
SSA region continues to lag behind on almost all the MDG targets and getting back on 
track would require the sub-continent as a whole to achieve significantly higher growth 
rates than hitherto. 

We have noted with concern that while concerted efforts were made in the last 
two years to increase financing towards meeting the MDGs, total ODA actually declined 
in real terms in 2006.  As 2015 is quickly approaching, we call upon our development 
partners to live up to the commitments made at Monterrey and more recently at the 
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Gleneagles Summit.  It is against this backdrop that we view the IDA 15 replenishment 
process as providing a great opportunity for scaling up, building upon the momentum that 
began in 2005.  

We welcome the new and emerging donors and recognize the contribution that 
they could make towards closing the infrastructure gap especially in SSA.  We see the 
implementation of the Paris Declaration as key to managing the increasing number of 
donors and the fragmentation of aid; to ensure that all aid is channeled in a manner that 
achieves results on the ground. 

At the same time, there is a need to ensure that these new financing initiatives 
provide long term and predictable flow of resources, overcome bureaucratic red tape and 
reach beneficiaries much faster. In this environment, it is also critically important for the 
Bank to play a leadership role in promoting the use of country systems and to support 
countries’ own national development strategies.  

Improving market access should continue to be high on our agenda as trade has 
the potential to be a significant driver of growth on the continent.  In this regard, we have 
been disappointed with the continuing deadlock in the Doha Development Round 
negotiations and we urge for an agreement to be reached soon.  

The report spells out the important link between improving gender equality and 
poverty reduction and growth. Many countries have made progress in improving gender 
parity in education and the Bank’s Gender Action Plan should facilitate mainstreaming of 
gender issues in all the other social sectors.  However, to lift more women out of poverty, 
gender mainstreaming will need to go beyond looking at the provision of social services 
to include issues of access to finance, as this is a critical element in efforts to empower 
women economically.  In order to monitor progress going forward, there is a need to 
improve the statistical capacity of governments to produce better and disaggregated data 
that will ensure clear and measurable targets towards promoting gender equality. 

Fragile states pose very unique development challenges.  Many of these countries 
are emerging out of conflict and would, therefore, require significant capacity building, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction of infrastructure in order to deliver basic social services. 
In these circumstances, sequencing, timing and speed are important.  Experience and 
lessons have also shown that operations in fragile states require a much closer 
coordination amongst development partners and that if service delivery is to be effective, 
more resources should be made available early enough, while providing predictability 
throughout the transition period. 

There is consensus emerging in Sub Saharan Africa that more fiscal space is 
urgently needed to scale up public sector investments needed to meet the MDGs.  If 
national development plans or PRSPs are to be bold and ambitious, it is clear that the 
overly restrictive macroeconomic policy frameworks would need to be re-assessed.   
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II. Africa Action Plan 

Overall, Africa has had a strong growth performance, and commitment to sound 
economic management continues to be high on the agenda of many countries.  In spite of 
this, the majority of African countries are off-track to meeting most of the MDGs by 
2015 and policy makers have to confront challenges linked to diseases such as TB, 
Malaria and HIV/AIDS.   

African governments are committed to urgently scaling up public sector 
investments in infrastructure, agriculture, health and education, which are the foundation 
for private-sector-led growth.  In this regard, we believe that the refocused African 
Action Plan presents a window of opportunity to better direct and target resources to the 
critical development areas, as well as to better structure its intervention to the needs of 
each country.  It is, therefore, important for the Bank to forge a better alignment between 
the goals of the AAP and national country strategies, but that the original goals of the 
AAP, namely to accelerate shared growth and achieve as many MDGs as possible, should 
guide this alignment. 

In countries that have sustained growth rates of over 4-5 percent, there seems to 
be justification for increasing fiscal space in a manner that will not introduce debt 
sustainability challenges.  The approach being explored, that of using the Bank’s global 
knowledge and skills to support countries that appear poised for growth acceleration to 
help identify the constraints to future growth, is a commendable one that could be 
replicated across the continent.  The Bank will, therefore, need to facilitate efforts to 
share experiences among developing countries and promoting peer learning.  

The poor state of infrastructure in Africa is a major impediment to enhancing 
economic growth.  It is evident from past experience that SSA stands a better chance of 
addressing its infrastructure deficit through regionally funded projects, as these projects 
tend to be very large and almost invariably trans-national in nature.  

The lack of an appropriate financing instrument specifically for regional 
infrastructure projects has limited the Bank’s ability to engage effectively in this sector in 
SSA.  On the other hand, the Bank’s regional integration work has been limited by the 
manner in which IDA 14’s regional window is structured.  The link between the AAP and 
regional infrastructure, therefore, becomes critical, particularly in addressing those 
constraints that have inhibited progress to bringing significant investments in sectors such 
as energy, transport and telecommunications.  The Bank would need to collaborate with 
NEPAD, regional groupings and the African Development Bank in addressing these 
constraints, if the continent is to significantly move towards rapid economic growth. 

The African Action Plan should be a living document and, therefore, by its very 
nature, should be seen as evolutionary and flexible to reflect the specific country 
circumstances and experiences as to what works well and what needs to be improved.  
We support the proposal to refocus this plan.  We view this AAP as providing the Bank 
with a scorecard to measure its own engagement in the region and we welcome the time-
bound targets to achieve results. 
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The African continent is a major supplier of energy and yet has the lowest energy 
penetration rates.  Scaling up of investments in SSA, as articulated in the Africa Action 
Plan; can be achieved through increased and focused investments in energy producing 
infrastructure and this would need to be articulated in country assistance strategies and 
PRSs.  Given the scale of resources required, public-private partnerships can play a 
significant role in increasing investments in this sector.   

The impacts of green house gases and the transition to low carbon economies 
pose special challenges for low income countries.  The Global Environment Fund should 
be complemented through the search for more flexible instruments to help countries deal 
with adaptation to climatic variability and strengthening of policies to help countries deal 
with these emerging threats.  The transition to low carbon economies will require new 
innovative strategies by the Bank.  We look forward to the Bank’s engagement in this 
area, working in partnership with other donors and multilateral organizations.  

Enhancing the voice of developing and transition countries in the World Bank 
Group is key to strengthening the credibility and legitimacy of this institution.  We are 
however disappointed that after three years, we have yet to arrive at meaningful proposals 
that would allow us to move forward.  We therefore look forward to an assessment of 
modalities for each of the options for the next stage of the reform process. 

 


