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Global Monitoring Report 2007 

Confronting the Challenges of Gender and Fragile States 
At the Millennium Summit in September 2000, world leaders shared vision of a much 
improved world by 2015 where extreme poverty is cut by half, child mortality is greatly 
reduced, gender disparities in primary and secondary education are eliminated, women 
are more empowered and health and environment indicators improve within a global 
partnership for development.  Nearly seven years after the New York (Millennium 
Summit) and five years after Monterrey (Financing for Development Summit), progress 
toward achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) has been mixed.  

We appreciate the decision to focus this year’s report on the MDG3, i.e. the promotion of 
gender equality and empowerment of women because gender equality is key to 
accomplishing the other goals.  In this regard, the adoption of the World Bank’s Gender 
Action Plan (2007-2010) is timely but we must ensure greater emphasis on its 
implementation. The Plan could well be the starting point for gender-sensitizing and 
gender mainstreaming of the World Bank Group. Strategies and activities of the World 
Bank Group as well as other international financial institutions (IFIs) should encompass 
gender elements, which include targeting women in employment opportunities, access to 
credit, and ownership of land all of which will contribute to meeting the established 
MDGs. We note with concern the shortcomings and shortage of the official indicators for 
monitoring progress in attaining MDG3.  In this regard, we welcome the introduction of 
five supplemental indicators to better measure gender equality in the household (four 
indicators) as well as in the economy and market (one indicator).  

We are pleased with the recent announcement by the Group of Eight (G8) Ministers, with 
responsibility for development policy, to set up microcredit facilities for the African 
nations with cooperation of the World Bank. This is expected to lead to increased 
availability of funds and improved access to credits among the poor, especially women. 
Microcredit, especially the group-based lending programs have empowered many women 
in my country and the countries that I represent with improved access to financing and 
self-employment opportunities.  The programs in my country have proven that women 
tend to be good paymasters as the rate of non-performing loans has been very small.  
Therefore, it tends to show that women carry much lower credit risks than men.  
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I also wish to share that in our constituency, and my country in particular, there is a 
specific Ministry responsible for women issues. Since its establishment in 2001, the focus 
on women issues such as employment opportunities has been more apparent. The 
Ministry is continuously undertaking a number of efforts in addressing gender issues in 
tandem with the nation’s aspiration. In addition, there is a Cabinet Committee on Gender 
Equality, which was established in 2004. Tasked among others with the formulation of 
policies and strategies on achieving gender equality, the Committee is chaired by the 
Honorable Prime Minister. Its members are made up of authorities/agencies directly or 
indirectly involved in the interests and roles of women in the society. 

Further, we welcome the special focus given to the fragile states that account for 9 
percent of the developing countries population but with least prospect of achieving the 
MDGs due to weak institutional capacities and governance, political instability, and face 
disadvantages across most dimensions of development.  We are in full support that efforts 
to support their transition from fragility must be deepened through improving response 
time to crises and opportunities, increasing field presence, better inter-agency 
collaboration, and building on lessons from successful state-building transitions.  We 
share the view that emphasis should also be placed on country responsibility, but it must 
be complemented with coherent, coordinated and harmonized measures by other partners, 
including donors and developed countries.  

 
Accelerating Development Outcomes in Africa 

Africa Action Plan 
We are pleased with the continued progress in the implementation of the Africa Action 
Plan (AAP) and support the proposed revisions to the Plan to increase selectivity and 
sharpen the focus on results.  We share the view on the continued relevance of the 
original goals of the AAP, namely to support African countries’ efforts to accelerate pro-
poor growth and maximize achievement of the MDGs.   

We agree that the current AAP was too comprehensive, and did not distinguish 
adequately between achieving results in countries and internal Bank process.  Therefore, 
we welcome the proposed changes where the AAP will be more focused with clear 
targets for each of the eight flagships areas.  These flagships areas are also in line with 
the MDGs for Africa; however, we are concerned about the ability to implement these 
plans since scaling up of aid has not yet been delivered and trade talk has been stalled. 

With regard to strengthening the African private sector (Flagship I), there is a recognition 
that government needs to provide a predictable and attractive climate for enterprises to 
flourish – political stability, legal framework, policies, infrastructure, and investment 
incentives. 

On building skills for competitiveness (Flagship III), human capital development is the 
key to poverty alleviation and the rationale for providing good quality education in Africa 
is never more compelling.  Education contributes to economic well-being and cohesive, 
stable communities, and it empowers the poor to exit poverty.  The thrust should be on 
increasing accessibility, strengthening the delivery system and improving the quality of 
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education.  Efforts should also be made to close the gap between rural and urban schools 
through upgrading of teaching and learning facilities and placement of more trained 
teachers in rural schools.  Policy makers must also ensure that teaching profession 
remains attractive, their wages are comparable to other services and appropriate 
incentives be introduced for those serving in the rural and remote areas. 

We support the regular review of the progress of the AAP, but feel that the current 
review may be too early to determine the overall effectives of the AAP.  Therefore, we 
would like to propose that the AAP be reviewed every three or four years, and the 
progress of implementation be reported to the Development Committee every two years.  

 

Progress Reports on Voice and Representation; Bank-Fund Collaboration; 
Governance and Anticorruption; and Fiscal Policy for Growth and Development 

Voice and Representation 

On the issue of voice and representation, we commend the Bank for coming out with the 
options paper to address this complex and multidimensional subject.  The paper could be 
a starting point for us to have a more focused discussion and consideration of this issue, 
which may take some time before we could reach satisfactory decision.  Our view is that 
the overall reform process should be guided by sound principles that will bring real 
enhancement of voting strength of the developing and countries in transition (DTC). In 
addition, we think that the options requiring structural changes, including the amendment 
to the Articles of Agreement, should be considered more cautiously in order to produce 
desired results.  Notwithstanding the Fund and the Bank are two separate institutions, we 
acknowledge that this process requires close coordination between the two since they 
have common shareholders and similar development objectives.  

Bank-Fund Collaboration 

Given the resource constraints, the Bank must be selective in its priorities, collaborative 
in its approach and prudent in its deployment of resources.  The External Review 
Committee recommends, among others, that the delineation of areas of responsibility for 
financial sector issues should be based on the comparative expertise of the institutions, 
along with the views of the country, and not based on a country's income levels. We 
therefore concur with the Committee's endorsement on the recommendation made by the 
Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) that “the Fund takes the lead where there are 
significant domestic or global stability issues, and the Bank takes the lead where 
financial sector issues are paramount". 

Strengthening World Bank Group Engagement on Governance and Anticorruption 

We welcome the revised paper on the World Bank Group’s Governance and 
Anticorruption (GAC) Strategy, which has incorporated the concerns and issues raised by 
us, and the Board. Of particular note is that the Bank will remain engaged in all country 
circumstances, while government is repositioned as the Bank’s core counterpart in the 
implementation of the strategy.  In addition, the Strategy is not intended to be a one-size-
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fits all, but rather tailor-made to country specific circumstances.  We look forward to 
receiving the Implementation Plan in the coming months as well as its subsequent annual 
progress reports. 

Fiscal Policy for Growth and Development 

Finally, we broadly agree with the fiscal policy approach that incorporates both the 
stabilization and growth perspectives. We also concur with the view that the design of a 
sound fiscal policy should take into account the different needs and constraints of 
countries at different levels of development. Moving forward, we welcome the Bank-
Fund’s joint efforts on improving public finance data and greater collaboration with other 
relevant stakeholders in order to promote sustainable growth and poverty reduction. 


