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Introduction 

 

Despite the recent improvement in global economic prospects, global economic growth remains subdued 

and is characterized by significant uncertainty.  Rising international oil prices, lingering sovereign debt 

problems in Europe, social inequality, food insecurity, and climate change are all exerting pressures on 

the global economy. Developing countries, whose economic performance continues to shore up the weak 

performance of the developed economies, are not insulated from these risks. 

 

While Sub-Saharan Africa has shown commendable resilience, its economic prospects face downside 

risks arising from weak global demand; tight financial markets; and declining Official Development 

Assistance (ODA). 

 

We also note that despite opportunities for phenomenal economic transformation, as shown in recent 

discoveries in the extractive sector in many countries and favorable commodity prices (for commodities 

producers and exporters), the challenges to meet the MDGs, high unemployment, especially among the 

youths, infrastructure deficiencies, that undermine market integration and private sector growth, 

incapacity to address vulnerabilities to climate shocks continue to be formidable. 

 

In this context, while we remain committed to exerting our own efforts to meet the lingering challenges, 

we welcome the focus of these Spring Meetings discussions: on the need to support and strengthen the 

global economy, on consolidating progress towards meeting the MDGs, the concrete focus in the World 

Development Report on Jobs, the role safety nets can play in safeguarding social capital and cohesion, 

and how to leverage the private sector to spur our development efforts.  

 

Food Prices, Malnutrition and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  

 

The 2012 Global Monitoring Report (GMR) emphasis on food prices and nutrition is appropriate and 

timely. It is clear that high food prices and malnutrition undermine the attainment of the MDGs, 

particularly those on poverty, health and education.  High food prices have also serious implications for 

stability in many of our countries and can significantly set back development efforts.  

 

While acknowledging the progress made in achieving the MDGs, including in Africa, there is a risk of 

this masking the grim reality that Africa is lagging behind, particularly with respect to infant mortality 

and maternal health. Therefore, attention of developing partners to scaling up their support is an urgent 

imperative to reinforce our own efforts towards meeting the goals.   

 

Early findings of the GMR show that high food prices raise poverty in most developing countries where 

many net food buyers spend large portions of their income on food. The WBG should explore the flip side 

of the crisis, i.e. whether escalated food prices also generate new opportunities and provide lessons that 

could guide long-term interventions. We note that the long-standing data problem needs to be addressed 

diligently. More than fifty African countries lack the appropriate poverty and malnutrition data for 

effective monitoring of progress. Priority should therefore be accorded to assist our countries build the 
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necessary data bases and statistical systems with a view to enabling policymakers take sound and timely 

decisions. 

 

As we have repeatedly pointed out, developed countries’ agricultural subsidies crowd-out trade and create 

disincentives for food production in our countries. The WBG leadership in addressing this matter is 

welcome and long overdue.   

 

With regard to aid effectiveness, we urge full commitment and observance of the principles espoused in 

the Monterrey Consensus, Paris Declaration, Accra and recently the Busan Accords.  We ask the World 

Bank Group (WBG) to use its convening power to scale up aid to the Low Income Countries (LIC’s), 

especially conflict-affected states, to enable them to achieve most, if not all, of the MDG’s within the 

remaining timeframe.   

 

Youth Unemployment and Jobs 

 

As the recent spate of civil unrest has shown, the youth unemployment problem requires our urgent 

attention. At the Annual Meetings in September 2011, we highlighted the importance of WBG support to 

its members in promoting growth, reducing inequality and creating new opportunities for youth 

employment. The recent events in the Middle East and other countries have shown that the youths 

continue to be at the forefront in changing the economic and social landscape in many of our countries.  A 

sustainable solution to their growing problem is urgently needed.  

 

We therefore commend the Bank for focusing the 2013 World Development Report on Jobs. We welcome 

that the scope of the Report is comprehensive and addresses some of the deep rooted structural problems 

and policy issues. Our economies are not growing fast enough to generate enough jobs to absorb the large 

pool of highly educated youth. Jobs in the formal sector have not kept pace with demand, partly reflecting 

a substitution in the workplace of technology-driven operations at the expense of labor-intensive 

processes.  

 

Productive employment for young people requires long-term policies and programs. We therefore urge 

the Bank to work with us and use its convening power to lead a joint initiative with other multilateral 

institutions and regional development partners to invest in education, improve business climate and 

reduce the barriers to youth entering the labor market. Of paramount importance is that country-

ownership should remain at the heart of these initiatives.  We believe such a strategy will not only help 

policy coherence by the development partners, but also build synergies and boost youth employment. In 

this regard, we, once again, call on the Bank to take timely action and introduce new instruments that 

support country efforts to meet the youths’ aspirations and expectations through both public and private 

sector interventions. 

 

We cannot successfully deal with poverty unless we address the issue of income distribution. For many, 

paid employment is the only source of income, and decent wages would naturally come from higher 

productivity and more profitable business operations. The Bank strategy on jobs should therefore 

complement our efforts to address these issues, including regulatory frameworks for labor markets and 

cross-border trade, trade barriers, vocational training needs, and investment in labor- intensive operations, 

particularly in Africa where labor costs are still low and abundant. 

 

Social Safety Net and Social Protection 

 

We recognize the critical role of safety nets and social protection in not only building resilience of the 

poor and most vulnerable groups in times of shocks but in also responding to concerns associated with 

inequalities and chronic poverty. Experiences of the recent crises have provided strong impetus to such 



3 

 

policies and our governments have keen interest in such initiatives.  The increased focus of the World 

Bank on social protection and safety nets is thus welcome and drawing the international community’s 

attention to this policy concern is appropriate and timely.  

 

We note and support the principle underlying the World Bank Social Protection and Labor Strategy. 

Indeed, a comprehensive social protection package needs to include a good mix of short- and long-term 

measures for social protection. Providing relief to affected families and preventing them from falling into 

destitution, and the transformational functions of social protection programs in addressing the underlying 

causes of poverty are important for economic transformation. In this connection, we would like to 

emphasize that the choice and design of the programs should be dictated by country-specific conditions.   

 

We call attention to the challenges facing our countries in the implementation of social protection 

programs, including lack of comprehensive plans, weak inter-sectoral coordination, and financial 

constraints.  It should be noted, given the constrained fiscal space, most of our countries are unlikely to be 

able to afford and operate multiple programs, and so are obliged to select from their development 

priorities those most appropriate to their conditions. The support from international institutions and other 

development partners is therefore critical to these programs’ viability in our countries.  In this regard, we 

call upon the Bank, as a leading development institution to spearhead the efforts to mobilize additional 

resources needed for the implementation of potential safety net projects expected to be drawn from the 

strategy.  Notwithstanding this, we also urge the Bank to strive for innovative instruments suitable to our 

countries’ economic and social situations, by building on its rich experience in the area. 

 

Finally, we believe that publicizing stories of successful cases in the implementation of safety net 

programs could go a long way in helping to maintain in the future the strong policy interest demonstrated 

by our countries.  In this regard, we encourage the Bank to continue on its efforts to disseminate 

information, including through the means of south-south knowledge exchange platforms, on experiences 

or lessons learned from countries where such programs have been successfully implemented. 

 

Leveraging the Private Sector for Development 

 

We note the report on Leveraging the Private Sector for Development. Policy makers in many African 

countries have recognized that for growth to be sustainable over the longer term, it needs to be 

underpinned by a vibrant private sector. Private sector investment helps create jobs; and enhances the 

national tax base, which permit higher spending on essential public services, such as, in health, water and 

sanitation and education. Therefore, any serious effort to foster broad-based economic growth in Africa 

and in other developing countries must move beyond traditional government sources of foreign assistance 

to focus on leveraging private sector-led growth. However, in Africa the private sector remains 

underdeveloped due to several constraints including infrastructure bottlenecks, access to markets, access 

to finance, especially by Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), and shortage of skills.  

 

To prosper, the private sector needs an environment that facilitates growth, including access to business-

related information, technical support services, capital and access to national and international markets. In 

this regard, we welcome the emerging WBG common approach to private sector support.  We welcome 

support in strengthening the investment climate, design and financing of Public Private Partnerships 

(PPPs), climate change and renewable energy programs and MSMEs finance, which are critical for Africa 

to generate growth necessary to accelerate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. The 

challenge is to ensure that the various instruments the WBG uses focus on bringing about sufficient and 

tangible changes in Africa’s business environment.  

 

While we appreciate the emphasis on innovative solutions through lending and knowledge services, we 

urge the WBG to pursue setting priorities and determining an appropriate sequence based on an analysis 
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of the local context, as part of the policy dialogue with member states.  Moreover, noting the high 

concentration of its financial services portfolio currently, we call upon the IFC to work on diversifying its 

services to help promote private sector development and reinforce the growth momentum in our 

countries. 

 

Infrastructure Development  

 

Although we have spoken about the general importance of infrastructure to African development in 

previous statements, we will not stop doing so until this problem is fully addressed through our own 

initiative and in partnership with the international development community.  

 

As we are all aware, infrastructure and related services play a critical role in stimulating quality growth, 

minimizing the affliction of poverty, and increasing more dignified and sustainable livelihood. Lack of 

basic infrastructure and inefficient and costly related services in most African countries constitute a major 

development constraint.  

 

Now, more than ever before, as Africa is increasingly showing promising development prospects, it is 

imperative that more efforts are exerted towards transforming such prospects to tangible benefits for the 

people. To this end, increased support with flexible conditions to Africa from the Bank and other 

development partners is critically important to complement national and regional efforts. 

  

We appreciate the current WBG involvement in the infrastructure sector. We are also encouraged by the 

operational thrusts of the new Infrastructure Strategy geared towards achieving transformational 

development. Likewise, we acknowledge the establishment of a staff technical team to work with the 

African Governors Energy Task Force on certain identified power projects, in response to the call made 

by the African Governors.  This notwithstanding funding for infrastructural support remains a daunting 

challenge. We therefore urge the WBG to be unrelenting in the exploration of innovative ways and means 

to address this challenge. On our part we, without reservation, reaffirm our commitment to the adoption 

of appropriate strategies for domestic resource mobilization and effective management of activities 

related to the development and maintenance of infrastructure facilities.  

 

Financing for Development 

 

As we continue to witness multiple poles of growth, emerging new economic powers, increasing 

economic, trade and financial interdependences at unprecedented scales, the imperatives to foster broad-

based growth to serve the mutual interest of both the developed and developing countries are heightening. 

These unfolding phenomenal realignments in the global economy strongly underpin our increasing call 

for innovations in financing for development. 

 

While acknowledging the role development assistance continues to play as a valuable instrument in the 

fight against poverty, and noting that much remains to be done to achieve the Millennium Development 

Goals, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa and in particular countries affected by fragility, conflict and 

violence; we urge that financial pledges and aid commitments be honored. 

 

As we urge for commitments to be honored, we recognize that the climate for development assistance 

may deteriorate as donor countries struggle with their fiscal balance sheets. This growing dynamic 

bolsters the need to leverage aid more effectively through new instruments and expand the contributors by 

involving more stakeholders through innovative approaches. We see the need to achieve this call through 

country initiatives that mobilize domestic savings and enable private sector participation, but also through 

regional initiatives.  The latter will help expand markets and enable economies of scale to be exploited as 

well as competitive and comparative advantages of our countries. 
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For the World Bank, this requires the urgent exploration of synergy opportunities on a grand scale with 

other international financial institutions and the private sector that will address the demand for resources 

and partnership from our countries. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In the uncertain global economic environment in which we live, we must anticipate risks and develop 

appropriate shock absorbers.  Fiscal adjustments, prudent economic policies and macroeconomic 

management as well as safety nets and social protection programs, for instance, will remain critical in 

preserving the gains we have made on the fight against poverty.  Yet, we all acknowledge that much 

needs to be done on the MDGs and Africa continues to lag behind other regions in reaching the MDGs by 

2015.  As we call for ODA commitments to be honored, we acknowledge the changing global 

environment for development assistance.  We underscore, in this regard, the opportunities and challenges 

presented by the multiple growth poles, the growing importance of sovereign wealth funds and private 

capital searching for safety.  The World Bank is called on as a convener, to innovate with instruments that 

could pool these opportunities together to support Sub-Saharan Africa’s efforts in infrastructure 

development, stimulating private sector development and addressing unemployment, particularly among 

the youth.  

 

Africa has the commitment to defeat poverty in order to improve the quality of lives of its citizens.  For 

this, we remind and ask our development partners to come through on their commitments to promote the 

fair trade agenda.  We need both investment in entrepreneurship and aid directed towards agriculture, 

education, health, and infrastructure, through innovative instruments and programs/initiatives tailored to 

our specific situations.  In this regard, we call upon our development partners to work with us to realize 

these objectives. 

 

Similarly, our countries have put significant efforts to improve their capacities.  We therefore call for 

continued support from development partners, including the Bank, to these efforts so as to promote 

Africa-wide networks that can contribute to local capacity building through research, experience-sharing, 

dissemination of successful experiences and training on various aspects of human resource development 

and management. 

 


